
 
 

 
 

Monthly Council Meeting-Minutes 
Thursday, May 7th,2026 @ 7:00 pm 

CDC Boardroom, William Callbeck Centre 
 

 
Present:        Absent: 
Mayor: Matthew Bowness   
 
Councillors:        Councillors: 
Barry Stewart         
Karen Ashley-Neill 
Nichola Arsenault        
Derrick Blacquiere 
Robert Green 
Andrew David         
CAO: Kevin McKenna        
 
Guests: Krista Thompson, Samantha B, Corporal David Brown  
 

1. Call to Order and Attendance: Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. Mayor Matthew 
Bowness welcomed all Councillors and Guests in attendance. 
 

2. Presentation: Corporal David Brown, East Prince RCMP.  Mayor Matthew Bowness 
welcomed Corporal David Brown from the East Prince RCMP, who was invited by CAO 
Kevin McKenna, to address concerns from Council Members relating to drug and 
suspicious activities within the Rural Municipality of Bedeque. Corporal Brown stressed 
that concerned residents should report all forms of suspicious activities including potential 
drug transactions, speeding, impaired driving, reckless ATV traffic or any other abnormal 
behavior. Corporal Brown also stressed that all these anonymous reports are maintained 
on their information database file and can be used to justify potential warrants for an 
arrest. Finally, it was suggested that the Municipality send out a newsletter encouraging 
all residents to report any form of specious activity to the local RCMP authorities.  

 



 
 

3. Approval of Agenda:  Moved by Derrick Blacquiere, seconded by Nichola Arsenault that 
Agenda be approved as presented. Motion Carried. 

 
4. Determine Conflict of Interest:  No Conflict of Interest by any members present. 

 
5. Review and Approval of Minutes from Previous Meetings:  Minutes from our last Regular 

Council Meeting on Thursday March 5th, 2026, and our Annual Budget Meeting on 
Thursday March 19th, 2026, were reviewed and presented by Mayor Bowness.  Moved by 
Rob Green, seconded by Karen Ashley-Neill that the Minutes from both the March 5th and 
March 19th, 2026, meetings be approved as presented. Motion Carried. 

 
6. Business Arising from Previous Meeting:  

Mayor Matthew Bowness indicated that most of the business arising from previous 
meetings minutes, that required further explanation, would be discussed under New 
Business. 

 
7. Financial Report: Update and Review of Accounts:   

Cumulative Income Statement spreadsheet for the first full month ending April 30th, 
2026, for the new 2026-2027 Fiscal Year, was presented to Council for review. Details on 
Revenue and Expenditures for the Municipalities main operating account were 
presented by CAO  
 
Balances in Bank Accounts as of April 30th, 2026 
 
Main Account:    $ 119,463.77 
Gas Tax Account    $   19,725.75 
Ball-Field Account    $   56,010.01 
Contingency Savings    $   50,295.67 
Emergency Management Plan Savings $     3,006.53 
Council reviewed and agreed with the 2026-2027 Cumulative Income Statement as 
presented. Moved by Karen Ashley-Neil, seconded by Barry Stewart that we accept the 
April 30th, 2026, Financials as presented. Motion Carried. 
 

8. New Business:  
 
A) Playground and Multi-Sports Pad Update: (Decision for RGI Application)  

CAO Kevin reported that he had submitted the Rural Growth Initiative application to 
the Province of PEI on March 22nd, 2026. The Application was strictly for funding 
towards the purchase and installation of our new playground equipment project at 
McKenna Field location. Total project is estimated to cost approximately $ 156,000.00. 
In discussions with Kellie Mulligan the Province is still working on our application and 
when approved they will cover up to 75 percent of the project costs to a maximum of 
$100,00.00 with the balance being our responsibility.  With our contingency savings 
and our gas tax funding this should be obtainable for this year.  



 
 

B) Community Welcoming Signs and Rules/Regulations Signs Updates: 
CAO Kevin reported that all four (4) community welcoming signs will be completed by 
Creative Carving and Design within the next couple of weeks and delivered for our 
installation. Kevin had recently followed up Department of Highways Supervisor 
Desmond Smith and was instructed to follow up Trevor Ramsey who is responsible for all 
roadside signage in Prince County.  Kevin will follow up Department of Highways signage 
crew for potential supply of tubular steel for installation of these signs once received. 
The Rules and Regulations Signs for both the Bedeque Rink Ballfield and McKenna 
Field/Bedeque Park have been completed and will be delivered this weekend. 
Arrangements will be made to erect both these signs as soon as possible.  
 

C) Additional Street Light Requirements:  
CAO Kevin reported that he had recently received a request from resident Murray Sallis 
located at 33 Reid Street Central Bedeque, to erect an additional streetlight at 34 Reid 
Street across from his personal property entrance. This request, in addition to Ron 
Rayner’s streetlight request near his gateway entrance on the Trans Canada Highway, 
has been followed up by Kevin with the Department of Highways as well as Maritime 
Electric as to the options available. With no new developments Mayor Bowness informed 
Council that on Reid Street there is already two streetlights out of the four electrical 
poles on Reid Street.  Matthew indicated that it has been Council’s policy to maintain a 
maximum of one streetlight on every second electrical pole in the Municipality. 
Therefore, Murray Sallis request can’t be approved through the Municipality and must 
seek private installation. Also, in reviewing Ron Rayners request the present electrical 
posts near Ron Rayner’s driveway indicated the closest post being to far off the roadside 
to be effective and the second post as being to far away from his personal driveway. In 
conclusion neither post will provide adequate lighting required for safety purposes. Kevin 
is to provide both parties with our decision not to proceed in both requests.   
 

D) Lease Agreement / Boardroom Rental Fees with Central Property Management Inc: 
Council members met with CDC and Community Business Development Corporation 
(CBDC) in Mid-April to express our displeasure of CBDC Business Director, Claus Schnidt 
increasing our rental office space from $ 230.00 per month to a proposed $ 400.00 per 
month plus taxes. We had already budgeted for a percentage increase of 3 percent this 
upcoming Fiscal Year, so we needed to negotiate a new lease agreement and new 
monthly rental fee for our Municipal Office which is also being moved from existing 
space on 2nd Floor to Room 16 Suite 202 on the 3rd Floor due to CBDC renovation 
requirements. It was agreed to move our office to the Third Floor and also accepted our 
new rental rate of $ 236.95 per month on a month-to-month Lease Agreement signed by 
Matthew Bowness dated April 1st, 2026, and expiring March 31st, 2027.  We are to meet 
with CBDC in the Fall to negotiate next fiscal years rates. 
Boardroom rental fees were also discussed. CBDC are proposing a rental fee of $ 75.00 
per booking. We negotiated to pay $ 50.00 per booking for our 6-7 Council meetings per 
year. Moved by Derrick, seconded by Andrew that we pay $ 50.00 per booking. Motion 
Carried. 



 
 

E) Dog Issues at Bedeque Park / McKenna Field: 
CAO Kevin reported that he has received complains from several residents of an 
unleashed stray dog surrounding walkers and their smaller dogs while walking on the 
Bedeque Park McKenna Field Walking Trail. This stray dog, which is known to the 
community, will surround the smaller dogs and their owners barking and frothing at the 
mouth which is very concerning. Council asked Corporal David Brown while in 
attendance and he suggested that we report these incidents to the local RCMP and they 
will pay the dogs owner a visit to address the issue. Kevin to send in a report with the 
details. 
 

F) Grass Cutting Contract for Bedeque Rink and Schoolhouse Museum: 
CAO Kevin reported that Grass Cutting needs to be completed soon for the Bedeque Rink 
and Schoolhouse properties. In speaking with Ian Schurman, he is interested in providing 
that service at the same price as last year being $ 160.00 per cut. Council felt that his 
pricing was very fair especially with the cost of gas and diesel skyrocketing these past few 
months. Moved by Nichola Arsenault, seconded by Barry Stewart that we award the 
grass cutting contract to Ian Schurman for the upcoming season. Motion Carried  
 

G) Election of MEO and DMEO For November 2026 Elections:  
With the upcoming Municipal Elections in November 2026, we are required to appoint 
an Municipal Elections Officer (MEO) and a Deputy Municipal Election Officer (DMEO). 
Moved by Karen Ashley-Neill, seconded by Nichola Arsenault that we appoint Kevin 
McKenna as MEO and Ron Rayner as DMEO for upcoming Elections. Motion Carried. 
 

8)  Correspondence: No Correspondence distributed to Council at this meeting.  
 

 9)  Open Floor:  No New Items 
 

10)       Schedule Next Meeting Date:  Thursday, July 2nd, 2026  
 
11) Adjournment:  Moved by Karen Ashley-Neill that the meeting be adjourned at 8:23 PM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------  ------------------------------------------------------ 
Prepared By: CAO, Kevin P. McKenna  Approved By:  Mayor: Matthew Bowness  


